July 11, 2015 at 9:00 am.
Routely’s Residence
1107 W. Wilshire Dr. Peoria
Speaker will be Willie Hofstetter
Discussing aquatic plants
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Directions :
Take Knoxville Ave. heading north thru Peoria. (also Rt.40).
You need to turn left onto Giles Ln., this is the same intersection
where Sheridan Rd. ends on Knoxville.
You will turn Right to continue on Giles Ln.
Then you will turn Right onto N. Wilshire Dr.
their house will be on the right at 1107.
The Routely’s pond contains 2,100 gallons is 30” deep and has a
9’ streambed with 2 water falls. The system is powered by a
3,000 gph pump. Ray says they have 3 goldfish and 5 Koi.

Ok, no more reminders you should have paid your dues by
now:
Club Dues Are Still Only $20.00
Please give cash/check to our treasurer:
Or Send To:
Karen Hofstetter
22223 Grosenbach Rd.
Washington, IL. 61571

Happy
Fourth of
July

Big thanks to Jay and Nadine Sauer for opening up their yard to all of us. They
have a beautiful pond with many fish and clear water. They also had peach colored
water lily blooms. Thank you, Nadine, for providing a plant as an extra door prize.
I’m sure Cheryl enjoyed it. Jay, your pond looked perfect and your landscaping
has really grown in well. I’m sure you guys only spend a couple hours a month on
your pond and yard. RIGHT!
Hey guys, it’s July already and half the year is gone. We finally have our pond
in good shape. The string algae is gone and all my leaks have been found. I hope
everyone's ponds are doing well and that you don’t have any issues. Boy, is ponding fun. But, watching our fish is what it’s all about.
If you have issues and or questions, please feel free to bring them to the next
meeting so we can discuss them with everyone. We can all learn from each other.
If you’d prefer, bring your questions to me before we start the meeting and I’ll
bring it up to the members.
Has anybody had any fish swim away due to the huge amounts of rainfall we’ve
all had? Hopefully everyone has some provisions for an overflow system on their
ponds. Right Allen? An overflow system allows the excess water from a large rain
fall to run off to a safe place in your yard so as not to disrupt your ponds system.
As always, Larry gave an interesting talk on his pond and the fish he had were
really something. Seeing his ponds is really an experience that we all should check
out at some time. But, you can’t buy anymore fish Ron.
Let’s hope no one has mulch at the edges of their pond because with all this rain
it’s in your pond now. And yes, we finally have all our new flowers in the ground.

Hey, you
were only
suppose to
light one.
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Why Water Lilies?
By Ledean Paden

Water lilies play an important part in your pond’s delicate balance. This goes hand in hand with a crystal clear pond, which
is a pond owners’ goal. How does a water lily help your pond?
To help control a problem with green water, cover 60-70% of
your water surface with water plants. Nothing covers the surface of a pond like a water lily. Most plants spread up to four
feet, so you can easily cover a 15x15 foot pond with four water
lilies. They provide shade for your fish on those hot summer
days, as well as protection from four-legged and feathered
predators that are always looking for a free meal.
Now let’s talk about the real reason you want water lilies in
your pond, the flowers! Image each morning being greeted at
your pond by an array of colorful blooms and a subtle perfume
smell in the air. Some blooms are as big as your hand and some
can be as small as a quarter!
Hardy and Tropical lilies need the same care. As needed, remove spent leaves and flowers. Fertilize each month with
aquatic fertilizing tablets. Regular monthly fertilizing will result in numerous daily blooms. So mark your calender and
stick to a monthly program, it’s worth the effort.
How long does a bloom last? Unfortunately, only three days,
but what a wonderful 3 days you will enjoy. This is why it is
important to fertilize your plants. You will always have a
bloom to replace the one that dies.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
For the month of July
Tom Trotter
If I don’t have your birthday month, please get it to me.
A quick reminder that the club still has barley straw in small bags
for sale. The barley straw breaks down after a couple of weeks in
your pond and helps control algae growth.
Jeannie Clarke has now graduated and is our new AKCA
Koi Fish Advisor. As always, she is more than willing to help with
anyone’s problems and she can check out your fish too.
For those members who are yearning for our next pond tour, and
you are willing to open up your pond and yard for the tour, get your
name to a board member so we can start planning our tour for next
year.

Don’t forget to
bring your lawn
chairs
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PRAIRIELAND KOI & POND SOCIETY
June 18, 2015
Jay and Nadine Sauer hosted our club meeting on June 13, 2015. The Sauers had their pond professionally
constructed and system installed, but Jay and Nadine landscaped the pond and area around it themselves.
Our president, Vince Smith, called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. Twenty-nine members and one dog were
in attendance.
GUEST SPEAKER
Larry Zehr, an 18-year PKPS member, brought for show-and-tell a rare Asagi Koi. It is red below its lateral
lines and has a red head and pectoral fins. He began raising Koi in 1988 and has never before owned a fish
like the one he brought to the meeting. He also presented information on a variety of topics. Larry manages
to keep his ponds open without using a heater most of the winter. An essential factor is keeping snow off of a
portion of the pond surface.
The cleanest water in a pond system comes just before you begin feeding fish in the spring. It may be beneficial to keep your oxygenating plants in an area separate from your fish.
Larry suggests the higher the quality of fish food, the better the fish respond and the less waste.
For a small pond, very porous baked clay balls (hydroton) that hold much bacteria, make a good filter.
Recently, Larry’s fish produced approximately 400,000 eggs! He expects most of them to hatch in about
three to five days. He uses a disinfectant to help keep the eggs from getting a fungus and losing his fish. The
first food he feeds the fry is the yolk from a hard-boiled egg mixed with water. Later he feeds them ground
flax seed.
Thanks, Larry, for your willingness to share your knowledge with the group.
Vince Smith gave a reminder to tighten hose clamps on your fittings every once in awhile. But be careful not
to under or over tighten. There is a tool (at the ‘M’ store) one can use to get the “just-right” tight to the
clamp. He suggested investing in new fittings periodically to prevent disaster.
Read your newsletter for the reminder for adding water to your pond.
Vince briefly touched on bacteria as well. Pond owners may not be regularly adding bacteria to their ponds.
That’s OK. – What works for one may not be the same for another.
CLUB BUSINESS
For the first time ever, there is a contest for ‘Koi of the Year’ within our club with a $100 prize going to the
winner! Please see your newsletter for details.
Next month’s meeting, scheduled for July 11, 2015, will be at the home of Ray and Bonnie Routely, 1107 W.
Wilshire Drive, Peoria, IL. Willie Hofstetter will discuss aquatic plants.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Hofstetter
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The Buffalo Theory
(In one episode of ‘Cheers’, Cliff is seated at the bar
describing the Buffalo Theory to his buddy, Norm. I don’t
think I’ve ever heard the concept explained any better than
this…)
“Well you see, Norm, it’s like this…A herd of buffalo can
only move as fast as the slowest buffalo.
And when the herd is hunted, it is the slowest and weakest ones at the back that are
killed first. This natural selection is good for
the herd as a whole, because the general
speed and health of the whole group keeps
improving by the regular killing of the
weakest members.
In much the same way, the human brain can
only operate as fast as the slowest brain
cells. Now, as we know, excessive intake of
alcohol kills brain cells. But naturally, it
attacks the slowest and weakest brain cells
first. In this way, regular consumption of
beer eliminates the weaker brain cells,
making the brain a faster and more efficient
machine. And that, Norm is why you always feel smarter
after a few beers.”

7

If only I had known……
I’d like to start a new section for our newsletter, but you all have
to help. It might be tough for some of us to admit, but let’s talk
about things we wouldn’t do again. (we won’t call them mis___s)
I’m sure everyone can come up with at least one thing. We can
all learn from our (mis_____s,) and build better ponds.
Since it’s my idea, I’ll start, but someone else has to come up
with one for next month. We won’t use any names except for
starting with mine.
When we built our pond, at the time I thought it was a really
clever idea to run my flex pipe right next to the water fall, under
the streambed, and into the front of the bio-falls box. I used less
pipe, shorter run equals less head pressure and more water over
the falls.
Ten years later, when I thought we had a leak in our pipe, I
couldn’t check it because it was under all the rock at the side of
our waterfall and under the streambed. I didn’t want to destroy all
that work. So I chose to install a new run of pipe. I ran it around
everything and now it’s easy to get to and actually marked with
where it’s at.
So place your pipe away from everything so it’s easy to get to
and inspect years later if you have a problem. And make sure you
have a way of marking where it is around your pond. Maybe taking pictures of where it is located, is one of the best ways to remember.
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KOI of the Year
The contest is open to all non board members in the club and please get your
picture to me. Isn’t anyone interested? No one has submitted a picture yet!
Put your name on the back of the picture and let me know if you need the picture back when the contest in finished. The picture has to be submitted no later
than the October club meeting. The winner will be announced at the banquet in
November. That’s another good reason to attend the banquet. So start feeding
those fish so you’ll have the biggest and best KOI in Prairieland Koi & Pond Society. The winner will receive a PKPS award certificate and a fabulous gift,
$100.00 cash!
Remember, it does have to be a picture of a fish currently living in your pond.
The board members will decide the winner.
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Board Meetings

Club Meetings

July 25th Cantrell Residence

July 11th Routley Residence

August 22nd Bong Residence

August 8th Kruger Residence

September 26th Hofstetter Residence

August 22nd Luau Depew Residence

(possible night tour)
October 24th Moreland Residence
September 12th I.C.C. Days
November 21st Clarke Residence
November 14th Banquet

TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance:
Income:
Expenses:
Ending Balance:

$2,135.42
1,203.50
0.00
$3,338.92
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